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Dr. Temple Grandin to Speak 
in Everett and Stanwood
Dr. Temple Grandin, Professor of 
Animal Science at Colorado State 
University, will speak January 31, 
2015, at the Country Living Expo 
and Cattlemen’s Winter School in 
Stanwood. Grandin will also speak on 
autism in Everett on January 30 (more 
information on page 7). 

Dr. Grandin is a consultant and 
designer of livestock handling facili-
ties. In North America, almost half 
of the cattle are handled in systems 
she designed. Grandin is a prominent 
proponent of the rights of autistic 
people and of animal welfare. She is 
the subject of the movie The Temple 
Grandin Story, which won seven 
Emmy awards and a Golden Globe.  

Commercial Compost Boosts Crop Yields

~ continued on page 2

An election for a seat on the Snohom-
ish Conservation District Board of 
Supervisors will be held on Tuesday, 
March 17, 2015 at the District offi ce, 
528 - 91st Ave NE, Lake Stevens. 
Polls open at 2:00 PM and close at 
6:00 PM. Registered voters who 
reside within the Conservation Dis-
trict boundaries are eligible to vote. 
Absentee ballots are available at the 
District offi ce. They must be request-
ed on or before February 24, 2015 
and must be returned to the District 
offi ce by 6:00 PM, March 17. 

District to Hold Election

Sometimes, simple solutions are the best. 
Take compost for example. It’s often 
considered a waste product, coming 
straight from our homes and businesses, 
that is high in supply and low in demand, 
at least on a large scale. 

However, a major premise of the sustain-
able agriculture movement is using local 
resources like this ‘waste’, and avoiding 
costly synthetic additives such as fertil-
izers, pesticides, etc. To fi nd out more 
precisely how adding compost to soil 
can benefi t crops, yields, and soil health, 
a major demonstration and scientifi c 
research trial was started four years ago 
with many local partners, including large-
scale commercial composters and crop 
producers in Snohomish County.

The purpose of this project was three-
fold: 

1) to give farmers an opportunity to use 
compost on their fi elds 
2) to conduct the research needed to 
scientifi cally validate potential benefi ts of using compost 
in agriculture
3) to create a sustainable market for recycling local land-
scape and food waste compost to local farms

The trials were led by WSU Snohomish County Extension 
with funding from a Washington State Department of Agri-
culture Specialty Crop Block Grant. Other fi nancial sup-
port came from Snohomish and King County Government. 
Partner organizations included Snohomish Conservation 
District, Waste Management, King Conservation District, 
Bailey Compost, Cedar Grove, Lenz Enterprises, Topsoils 
Northwest, and of course, local farmers!  

Project Details
The project began in earnest in 2011 and 2012 with com-
post provided to farmers Reid and Darren Carleton, Andy 
Werkhoven and Eric Klock. Later in 2013 and 2014, spe-
cialty crop producers Rick and Garret Williams, and Dar-
rell Hagerty, along with several others, joined the program. 
Initial research crops included corn, pumpkins and triticale. 
Additional on-farm side-by-side demonstration trials have 
expanded to include pasture and turf grasses, winter wheat, 
barley, berries, tomatoes, sweet corn, leafy greens, potatoes, 
herbs, nursery and orchard trees as well as vegetable crops. 

The randomized and replicated research trials included con-
trol plots that were ‘business as usual’ and involved using 
the farmers’ standard crop-growing regime. This provided 
control plots to compare to those plots supplied with com-
post, often 15 or more dry tons per acre of added compost. 

Let the Compost be Spread - Carleton Farms
Reid and Darren Carleton own a three generation farm near 
Lake Stevens and have participated in these trials all four 
years. Applying Cedar Grove compost to their pumpkin 
and sweet corn fi elds showed an increase in 2012 and 2013 
yields. Trials began with pumpkins, a staple of their u-pick 
operation. After the fi rst pumpkins were harvested, Reid 
Carleton said, “We found out that with compost applied, 
we had greater emergence of pumpkin plants, they were 

healthier, they grew faster, and in some of the trying 
wet weather that we had, it was an asset. Also, the 
rapid canopy (leaf growth) that was established really 
helped with weed control….also, we got better pump-
kins, and more [pumpkins]!”

In 2014, research began on pickling cucumbers, 
another crop the Carletons are well-known for at their 
farmstand. Soil tests revealed no need for additional 
nutrients (in the fi elds supplied with compost the past 
two or three years), so no compost was applied. 

Three soil treatments were examined (photo above): 
business as usual (control), two years of previous 
compost (compost 2), and three years of previous 
compost (compost 3) application. 

The 2014 harvest took place ten days earlier than 
anticipated due to the ideal growing season that year. 
For cucumbers, adding compost produced 2.55 tons/
acre of additional cucumbers. Pickling cucumbers are 
a high-value crop that customers have come to rely on 
from the Carletons. They also use these cucumbers in 
the original pickle products for sale at their farmstand. 
This increased yield at current prices produced a po-
tential for $6,630/acre* of additional gross profi t.

*Expenses such as the cost of compost, additional labor, 
fuel, and equipment needed for spreading the compost were 
not factored in. 

Reid and Darren Carleton inspect cucumbers from a compost plot.

Pickling cucumbers from the three trials. 



  

At a price of $485/ton of green beans, this increase in 
yield translates to $312/acre gross increase in profi t 
for the farm. Including spreading expenses (labor, 
fuel and machinery), the break-even point for Darrell 
Hagerty Farms would be $12.58 per cubic yard of 
compost, delivered and applied (see graph above).

Businesses and Farmers Both Benefi t
In addition to contributing scientifi c data regard-
ing the effect of commercially-produced compost 
on local crops, the WSU Compost Outreach Project 
provided more than 55 local (King and Snohom-
ish County) farmers the opportunity to use compost 
through on-farm demonstration trials. Guided by 
WSU program staff, farmers received a donated load 
of compost from Lenz Enterprises, Cedar Grove, 
or Bailey Compost to apply in their own side-by-
side demonstration trial. Farmers and program staff 

gathered observational feedback over the 
growing season and farmers gained valuable 
experience using the commercial compost. 
Forty-nine demonstration trials were con-
ducted in 2014.  

Although 73 percent of participating farm-
ers hadn’t used food or yard waste compost 
before participating, 53 percent now plan to 
use compost as part of their regular farming 
practices as a result of participating. Accord-
ing to Dr. Corbin, “Compost can provide 
many benefi ts to a farmer’s land manage-
ment strategy. It improves soil quality, 
provides nutrients to crops, buffers soil pH, 
decreases erosion, maintains soil moisture 
and adds organic matter to the soil.”

The information gleaned from this research 
will also help the compost industry fi ne-tune 
their service and price for commercial grow-
ers, and give them a better understanding of 
their product’s usefulness in producing local 
food. In addition, growers have an increased 
awareness of compost’s benefi ts to their 
soil, their crop yields, and their pocketbook. 
“Compost can potentially improve marginal 
land, and help farmers reduce their depen-
dence on chemical fertilizers, when used 
as part of a land management strategy that 
incorporates crop rotation, tillage reduction, 
and cover cropping.”

Beet Seed Producer – Williams Farm
Beet seed is a key crop in Western Washington, which 
supplies 95 percent of the U.S. supply and 50 percent 
of the world’s supply of table beets. In recent years, 
these crops have suffered due to causes unknown. Some 
speculate that dry, hot conditions or disease may have 
impacted beet crops. The Williams Farm in Stanwood, 
a major producer of beet seed, agreed to participate in 
these trials in 2014. Bailey Compost was delivered by 
Topsoils Northwest and applied (directly after seeding) 
on a beet seed crop at the rate of about 55 cubic yards 
(20 dry tons) per acre. One month after application, soil 
tests revealed an increase in plant-available nitrogen 
in the compost-amended plots. Workers observed that 
compost treated plots produced slightly larger plants, 
and greater emergence, as compared to the control plots. 
Tests revealed an average increase of 21 percent more 
beet seeds (175.25 pounds per acre) compared to the 
control plot (see beet yield graph, top right).

Organic Beans Require Registered 
Organic Compost – Darrell Hagerty
Registered organic compost from Lenz En-
terprises made it possible to conduct research 
trials in 2014 on organic green beans on Dar-
rell Hagerty’s farmland. Hagerty is the second 
largest organic farmer (by acreage) in Western 
Washington with more than 1,200 acres of certi-
fi ed-organic beans that he markets to wholesale 
grocery outlets. Hagerty farms over 2,000 acres 
in four counties with the addition of his rotation 
crops (see page 3 for more details).

Hagerty uses chicken manure, cover cropping, 
wood ash, organic fertilizers, and reduced till-
age practices to maintain his soil fertility. The 
2014 trials gave him the opportunity to use 
food and yard waste compost to help deter-
mine the value of adding registered organic 
compost to his operation. Lenz Organic Green 
Blenz® compost was applied at a rate of ap-
proximately 24.8 cubic yards (6.5 dry tons) per 
acre. Organic green beans were planted two 
days later. In addition, pelleted chicken manure 
and Nutra-rich fertilizer were applied evenly 
across all plots. Once harvested, the beans were 
sorted for marketability, eliminating those that 
didn’t make the cut (mostly size variations). 
Applying organic compost resulted in a statisti-
cally signifi cant (19 percent or 0.64 ton/acre) 
increase in yield compared to the ‘business as 
usual’ treatment. 
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Commercial Compost Trials... continued

Material for this article supplied by Andrew Corbin, PhD, 
and Hallie Harness, WSU Extension Snohomish County. 

L to R - Leif Fixen, Garret Williams and Drew Corbin weigh har-
vested beet seed on the Williams Farm near Stanwood.

Hallie Harness picks bean plants, then separates and sizes the beans.

Unmarketable cukes can 
potentially be used for pickling. 

For more information on these compost trails, visit 
the WSU Snohomish County Extension website at: 
http://www.snohomish.wsu.edu/compost/. 

For information on compost spreading equipment 
and techniques, go to: http://snohomish.wsu.edu/
compost/spreading-equipment

This graph, and those above right, show the 
increase in yields with the addition of compost, 
and with no compost (the control plot).

Compost being applied to fi elds on the Williams Farm near Stanwood. Some rows do not receive compost 
and are used as control plots. See graphs on the right and below for yield comparisons. 

Beet Seed Yield
Williams Farm Compost Trial

Organic Green Bean Yield
Darrel Hagerty Compost Trial
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Help us celebrate our 30th year on February 28!
Saturday, February 28, 2015
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Evergreen State Fairgrounds - Commercial Building
14405 179th Ave SE, Monroe, WA

No order minimum this year | We accept all major credit cards

30th Annual Conservation Plant Sale
Wow, has it really been 30 years that we’ve been 
supplying local landowners with native trees and 
shrubs? Yup, from our humble beginnings hand-
ing out plants from the back of a pickup truck at 
the Everett Mall, to the breezeway at our Lake 
Stevens offi ce (‘breeze’ being the understate-
ment here), and fi nally, to our new home at the 
Evergreen State Fairgrounds in Monroe, we’ve 
sent thousands of plants your way. Think of all 
the habitat, carbon sequestration, and erosion 
control, not to mention beauty and oxygen, those 
plants have been providing! 

We’ve had some Trials and Tribulations...
• Plants held at the Canadian border by Homeland Security
• The arrival of frozen conifers, teeny-tiny or mis-labeled plants, six-foot (much 

bigger than expected) trees, and no plants due to fl ooding or weather damage
• An unexpected snow storm the morning of several sales
• Having to move the entire sale to another building after the Nisqually Earth-

quake the night before the sale started (because the rafters in the rabbit barn 
were compromised and the building was no longer safe)

.

More memories to come - NEW this Year
• Smaller bundle sizes
• Pollinator Packets – seed packets that cover up to 500 square feet, fi lled with 

15 different species of native fl owers and grasses
• Puget Sound Junipers
• Two Stonecrop species for groundcover
• Rain barrel kits you can pre-order

If you have any questions about the sale, please contact Ryan Williams or Alex 
Pittman at 425-335-5634 ext 4.

Order online at www.theplantsale.org

The rooster that visited us daily 
during the 2010 plant sale - the 
last one held in the old rabbit 
barn (now torn down).

Organic Beans Sprouting Everywhere
Darrell Hagerty, owner and operater of Darrell Hagerty Farms, is from What-
com County and previously worked in the berry industry. In 2002, the need for 
organic green beans became apparent and Hagerty began farming on his own. 
Hagerty farms 2,000+ acres in King, Snohomish, Lewis and Grays Harbor 
counties. 

During the growing season, he employs 
nine tractor drivers and more than 100 
hand-weeders to help control weeds. 
Because he grows organic beans, the fi elds 
are also mechanically weeded and all fer-
tilzers are organic. He uses barley and oats 
in crop rotation with the beans. 

Hagerty’s beans go to a processing plant 
in Pasco Washington, where they are 
cleaned and frozen, then sold to Costco and Whole Foods under the Colum-
bia River Organic label. According to Hagerty, “It’s hard to keep up with the 
demand for organic beans, even with 2,000 acres.”

Hagerty participated in the compost trials highlighted on pages one and two. 
He already has a signifi cant fertilizer program in place and while he received 
some good information in the trials, he feels in the long run the benefi ts were 
marginal. His rotation for 2015 does not include green beans in Snohomish 
County; instead, barley and oats will be sown.

The Washington Association of Conservation Districts (WACD) recently 
held their annual meeting in Cle Elum. Three award recipients were from 
Snohomish County and Camano Island - the Tulalip Tribes, Kristoferson 
Farm, and Sue Idso. The annual awards recognize individuals and groups 
that support conservation districts in their work on natural resource conser-
vation.

Kristoferson Farm
The Kristoferson family and 
Kristoferson Farm won the WACD 
Wildlife Farm of the Year Award 
for their conservation and wildlife 
habitat restoration efforts. The 
Kristoferson Farm on Camano 
Island has been in the family since 
1921. It’s currently managed 
as a working forest for small-
scale timber harvest, organic hay            
production, a canopy zip line tour 
and event venue. 

Tulalip Tribes 
The Tulalip Tribes received the WACD Tribal Partnership Award. The 
Tribes worked with the Snohomish Conservation District to implement 
stormwater educational efforts and projects on tribal lands. Terry Wil-
liams and the Tribes have also been leaders in establishing and growing 
the Snohomish County Sustainable Lands Strategy. This collaborative, 
cross-boundary approach to net gains for both fi sh and farm producers has 
provided many opportunities for the Tribes, District, and other partners to 
secure funding to implement a wide variety of farm/fi sh/fl ood projects. 

Sue Idso
Sue Idso, a fi fth grade teacher 
at Mukilteo Elementary School, 
received the Educator of the Year 
Award. With help from habitat 
specialist Ryan Williams, Sue and 
her students created an outdoor 
classroom (see photo) - a place 
where teachers of all grades could 
hold science and language arts 
classes outside. After the District 
helped clear brush, Sue contacted 
a group of local Eagle Scout candidates to develop and build projects 
including: a trail network, an amphitheater, a bird blind, and a series of bat 
boxes. Sue also recruited dozens of volunteers for monthly work parties 
to remove invasive ivy, blackberry and laurel, which were replaced with 
native trees and shrubs. The outdoor classroom was ready for the entire 
school to use in March 2014. 

Applause, Applause

Green beans being harvested. 

A harvester moves down the rows of organic green beans on the Hagerty farm.

The fi ve Kristoferson siblings.
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Time to Plan Your Soil Tests
By Leif Fixen, Resource Specialist

Offi ce of Farmland 
Preservation Offers 
New Planning Guide
A new publication from the Offi ce of Farmland Preservation is now available 
(online and in print). While this workbook focuses on our state’s specialty crop 
growers, it’s inclusive of all Washington farm families as they plan the future of 
their farm.

Planning the Future of Your Farm is a workbook for families who want to keep 
their farmland in production and/or ‘in the family’ as it passes to the next genera-
tion. This workbook helps address the one question that stands out everywhere, 
persistent and perplexing: “Who will farm the land?”

The workbook is divided into four sections, each with narratives supported by 
worksheets. Families can use it themselves or under the guidance of a profes-
sional adviser. Landowner workshops will be held in Spring of 2015.

This book is also designed to support curricula in farm transfer workshops for 
farmers and landowners. Each section corresponds to a suggested planning pro-
cess. 

Surveys to Improve Future Editions
After you have reviewed the book, please take a moment to complete a short 
survey, either online or with a hard copy (included in the hard copy workbook). 
This will provide feedback and input as the Offi ce of Farmland Preservation 
works to improve the tools available for Washington farmers and ranchers. The 
online survey is available at http://goo.gl/QUbCkN.

Funding for this edition was provided by the Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram. Check out the online version at http://ofp.scc.wa.gov/successionplanning/. 

If you would like a hard copy, please contact Josh Giuntoli at 360-407-6200 or 
ofp@scc.wa.gov with your mailing information.

Now is the time to start planning how to keep your soil fertile and your plants 
and crops thriving. As pasture grasses start growing in the coming months (Feb-
ruary, March), it’s important to actively manage soil nutrients to ensure the long 
term health of your precious soil. The fi rst and most important step is soil testing.  

Spring is the best time to test your soil. Testing is important for fi nding out how 
many nutrients where used up or lost during the previous growing season. The 
test results will tell you which nutrients are needed to make your soil the healthi-
est for maximum plant growth. A soil test will also alert you to excessive nutrient 
build-ups that you may need to correct. The website Better Ground has a great 
how-to video on taking a soil test: http://www.betterground.org/gallery/sound-
horsekeeping-soil-testing/.

A soil fertility management plan can go a long way towards keeping your soil 
healthy and fertile, your plants happy, and nearby streams clean. This plan is 
location-specifi c and helps guide the landowner to best maintain their soil for 
long-term soil health and sustainability.  

A plan typically includes a schedule for soil testing and a schedule for applying 
calculated amounts of fertilizer, manure, or compost (specifi cally determined 
from the soil tests).  

By basing applications off of a test, you can supply nutrients to plants at a 
rate and time that optimizes plant uptake and use. This practice reduces nu-
trients being lost from leaching and run-off, and ultimately reduces unwanted 
nutrients in our creeks, rivers and lakes.  

It’s best to test annually in the spring for the fi rst two to three years after 
you’ve developed a soil fertility management plan. After two to three years of 
test results showing sustained soil health (your goal), then you can switch to 
testing every other year.  

If you are interested in testing your soil, contact a Conservation District farm 
planner at farmplanners@snohomishcd.org for a free soil test and personal 
visit to show you how it’s done. District staff also would be glad to help you 
create a free soil fertility management plan for your specifi c needs. 

Soil Sampling Guidelines
Here are the basic guidelines that the District 
recommends:
1. Determine your sample areas based on different soil 

types, topography, nutrient management history, and 
crop history.  

2. Use clean sampling tools - soil probes work best and 
can be checked out from the District.

3. Soil sample depth is typically 12 inches.
4. Pull at least ten soil cores from each sample area, 

adding one more core for every fi ve acres (example: 
for ten-acre fi eld = ten cores + two cores = 12 cores 
total).

5. Mix cores together thoroughly in a clean sample 
bucket.

6. Put about two cups from the mix into a bag to be 
sent to the lab. 

7. Be sure to record the following on each sample bag:
•  Landowner name
• Sample depth
• Date

8. Location/fi eld (label fi elds according to geographic 
references rather than number (e.g. N.E. Pasture 
rather than Pasture 1). This way, fi ve years from 
now you will be able to remember what pasture you 
sampled.

9. Store your samples in a cool, dark location until they 
can be delivered to the laboratory. If it’s going to 
take longer than a day or two to get them to the lab, 
freeze your samples to preserve the nutrients.

What is the Offi ce of Farmland Preservation?
The Offi ce of Farmland Preservation, located within the Washington State 
Conservation Commission, was established to help retain commercial 
farmland and keep farming for future generations viable. This is achieved 
with tools such as innovative economic incentives for landowners to retain 
agricultural land for production; direct landowner assistance, education and 
outreach; local land use planning; food policy development; tax policy; 
farm succession; agricultural conservation easements; ecosystem markets; 
research assistance, and more.
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A Holiday Tree and Tradition to Remember
Some of my strongest child-
hood Christmas memories 
are of getting ‘The Tree’! I 
looked forward to that day 
almost as much as Christmas 
itself.  Our family would 
set out early on the fi rst or 
second Saturday in December 
and head to a local Christmas 
tree farm. When I was very 
young we always went to Ar-
lington. When I was older we 
usually went to North Bend, 
with an important break be-
forehand at Ken’s Truck Stop 
for an enormous breakfast. 
Memories of those days bring 
many things to mind — the 
crisp air, the smell of fresh-
cut trees, hay rides, candy 
canes, and hot apple cider.

Snohomish County remains a great place to fi nd 
a fresh-cut Christmas tree, either at a local lot or 
directly from one of the many Christmas tree farms 
throughout the county. Douglas-fi r, grand fi r, and 
noble fi r trees are three of the most commonly used 
species that are native to Western Washington. Plus 
they have a nationwide reputation as quality Christ-
mas trees.

Grand fi r and Douglas-fi r grow naturally throughout 
most of Western Washington, while the noble fi r’s 
natural range is at higher elevations in the Cascade 
Mountain Range, from approximately Snoqualmie 
Pass southward. Non-native tree species that are 
also readily available from local farms include Fraser fi r, Shasta fi r, and 
Nordmann fi r. 

Finding that Christmas Tree ‘Look and Smell’
Each species has different advantages, and ultimately it’s a matter of 
personal preference regarding shape and smell. I’ve always chosen one 
of our native species. I favor the true fi rs over Douglas-fi r for how they 
look, their longevity after being cut, and, perhaps most importantly, how 
they smell. 

When I teach classes about native trees, I invite people to pinch off 
needles from different tree branch samples, break them in half, and 
breathe in. When it comes to grand fi r, the response is always, “it smells 
like Christmas.” Other true fi rs smell similar, with a rich balsam scent 
that many people associate with Christmastime. Those with traditions us-
ing Douglas-fi r, though, will associate that tree’s more citrusy smell with 
the holidays.

We’ve most often brought home a grand fi r, but in recent years we’ve 
switched to noble fi r. Nobles are more expensive and don’t have as strong 
a fragrance as grand fi r, but they are wonderful in appearance and still 
smell delightful. 

They have a slight blue-green tint to them due to two whitish stripes on 
both the top and bottom of their needles (grand fi r only has stripes on the 
underside of its needles). These stripes, called stomatal bands, are where 
the tree’s breathing pores are located. Nobles also have a slightly more 
open branching pattern than grand fi r, which is nice for displaying orna-
ments.

How Artifi cial Trees Compare
In the past several decades, there has been a big shift toward artifi cial 
trees. [The fi rst artifi cial tree prototype was created in the 1930s. It was 
made of brush bristles by U.S.-based toilet bowl brush manufacturer, the 
Addis Brush Company.] While these trees don’t have the natural look, 
feel or fragrance of the real thing, families can still create wonderful 
memories and traditions around artifi cial trees. Artifi cial trees don’t make 
a mess, don’t need watering, never dry out, don’t require disposal every 
year, and they offer a good alternative for people with allergies. 

They also don’t bring hitch-hiking bugs inside (although I think even this 
is part of the experience of having a real tree in the house!). Every year 
a small spider, usually beautifully colored, is brought in on our tree. It’s 
attracted to the tree topper star’s light and builds a small web around it. 
Over time I’ve developed a fondness for these ‘Christmas spiders’. 

by Kevin Zobrist, WSU Extension Forester

These are all legitimate reasons 
for choosing an artifi cial tree. 
It is a misconception, however, 
that an artifi cial tree is some-
how more environmentally- 
friendly because it doesn’t 
involve cutting a live tree. This 
represents a fundamental mis-
understanding of how Christ-
mas trees are grown. 

Growing Christmas 
Trees Sustainably
No forests are leveled to pro-
duce Christmas trees. Rather, 
they’re grown on farms as a 
row crop (like corn). This is 
a relatively environmentally-
friendly form of agriculture 
since the trees don’t require the 
same sort of annual tillage and 

soil disturbance as other crops. The number of young, 
immature Christmas trees left to continue growing 
each year far exceeds the number cut each year, pro-
viding a sustainable supply year after year along with 
continuous plant cover that benefi ts wildlife. Plus, for 
each tree cut, a new one is planted.

Forgoing harvest of these row crops doesn’t lead to 
developing natural forests, although sometimes land-
owners can use ‘escaped’ Christmas tree plantations 
to produce lumber. It’s more likely that the land will 
be developed, or at least be put into more intensive 
agriculture, if there is no longer a market for Christ-
mas trees.

Fresh-cut Christmas trees are a fully renewable, recyclable, and biodegrad-
able product. As they grow, trees absorb and store carbon, which is slowly 
released during decomposition, and recaptured by the next rotation of trees. 
In contrast, artifi cial trees are produced from nonrenewable petroleum-based 
chemicals, generating signifi cant carbon emissions and other pollutants in 
their manufacture, and they are not environmentally friendly to dispose of.

Tips for Choosing and Using a Live Christmas Tree
1. The tree always looks much smaller on the lot or farm than in your liv-

ing room, so be conservative on size, or know the tree size you need and 
bring a measuring tape.

2. Make sure the tree is accurately labeled and priced for its species. I often 
see grand fi rs labeled as Douglas-fi rs, noble fi rs labeled as grand fi rs, 
etc., especially on tree lots. The book Native Trees of Western Washing-
ton (WSU Press) can help you accurately identify the species you want.

3. Look for a tree with healthy green needles. Shake the tree to make sure 
there’s not excessive needle drop – a sign of a drying, dying tree. 

4. When you get the tree home, put it in water immediately. If you’re not 
going to place it in its tree stand right away, leave it in a bucket of water 
in an unheated area to prevent it from drying out.

5. Make a fresh cut across the bottom of the trunk right before setting it in 
the tree stand. The exposed initial cut will have sealed over, preventing 
the tree from absorbing any water. A freshly cut bottom will allow the 
tree to ‘drink’ again.

6. Keep the bottom of the tree trunk constantly in water — do NOT let the 
tree stand water reservoir dry up. For the fi rst few days you may have to 
add water several times a day, so check it frequently.  

7. Only use plain water — there is no need to add preservatives or other 
chemicals. 

8. Recycle the tree when you’re fi nished with it. Find out if there are local 
non-profi t groups, such as the Boy Scouts, that will collect trees curbside 
on a donation basis as a fundraiser. These trees are then chipped and 
given new life as natural mulches. If you have commercial yard waste 
pickup, you can cut the tree up and put it in your yard waste bin to be-
come compost. Do NOT discard your tree by dumping it in a greenbelt 
or natural area.

You can fi nd your own tree by consulting this website sponsored by the 
Puget Sound Christmas Tree Association at:
http://www.pscta.org/placecategory/snohomish-county/

Noble Fir Grand Fir

Douglas-Fir
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Local Farm Provides Sheep to the Philippines
Linda Neunzig, owner of Ninety Farms in Arlington, wears many hats. Most 
farmers do. However, as Snohomish County Agriculture Coordinator, Linda 
also supports local producers, connects with Seattle chefs, assists with the Oso 
Disaster response, coordinates events at the Evergreen State Fair and Focus on 
Farming Conference, and recently added shipping sheep to the Philippines. 

With help from her daughter Mattie, Linda has prepped and shipped four sepa-
rate lots of Katahdin ewes and rams to the Philippines so farmers can cross-
breed her sheep with their native sheep to improve meat production. In the past, 
the Filipino Department of Agriculture had focused on dairy goats, but this new 
emphasis on improving sheep herds has benefi tted local Snohomish County 
producers. Ninety Farms is the largest exporter of sheep from this area.

The Neunzigs typically have between 200 and 300 sheep on their 50-acre farm 
outside of Arlington. One hundred and twenty-fi ve ewes are bred so that they 
will give birth in the winter. This timing ensures that all lambs are born safely 
inside the barn and won’t begin living outside in the pastures until they are too 
big for the farm’s biggest predators, bald eagles, to carry them off.  

Linda’s partners in this operation are daughter Mattie, handling the sheep and 
horses; Todd Macomber, of Macomber Farms, handling meat production and de-
livery to Seattle; and the farm’s tireless Border collie, Lexi. Six-year-old Lexi is 
a joy to watch. She’s a working dog, and she loves her job of rounding up sheep 
and bringing them to Linda. Lexi is always watching Linda – wherever she 
goes, Lexi circles and corrals the sheep to remain close to Linda. The dog works 
totally from voice commands. The farm also hosts an annual Border collie trial, 
called the Ninety Farms Northwest Classic, in August, where herding dogs from 
around the area are put to the test working with Linda’s sheep. 

Between the purebred Katahdin sheep and the farm’s cattle, the Neunzigs have 
enough meat to supply their farm store and several Seattle restaurants. Linda has 
been involved with the Island Grown Farmers Cooperative, an on-farm mobile 
butchering unit, since it fi rst began signing up producers. “The mobile unit has 
allowed me to sell USDA meat for 12 years,” Neunzig said. She has a stand-
ing butcher date with the mobile unit, and usually butchers six to ten animals a 
month. She added, “It’s just a really good cooperative. The people who run it 
are all phenomenal. They’re as much a partner in what we do as we are.” The 
cooperative also has a cut and wrap facility in Bow, and recently upgraded to a 
new truck.  

Snohomish Conservation District is another partner that Linda appreciates. 
Neunzig said, “The District helped me put in a dry stack for manure storage, a 
heavy-use area to keep animals off my pastures in the winter, and helped with 
fencing and on-going soil testing.” 

Through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (called CREP), 
Linda was also able to install a native tree and shrub buffer plus fencing along 
the Stillaguamish River, which borders her property. Because the Neunzigs 
have embraced best management practices, Linda has also opened her farm to 
the public to host District classes several times. Learn more about her farm at: 
http://www.90farms.com/.

Right - the farm store where 
meat and eggs are sold.

Lower left - Border collie Lexi 
waits for the command 

to get the sheep.

Lower right - Lexi 
(in the back left) 

brings the sheep in.

Linda Neunzig with some 
of her Katahdin sheep. 

A package of meat 
typically sold from the farm.

Mattie Neunzig shows the 
winning 2014 Supreme Ewe 
at the Evergreen State Fair 

in Monroe. 
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Country Living Expo/Cattlemen’s Winter School

Women in Agriculture Conference
Mark your calendar for a day of inspiration, knowledge and networking on 
Saturday, February 21, 2015 at the 4th Annual Women in Agriculture Confer-
ence. This year’s conference will be held in multiple locations across Wash-
ington, Idaho, Oregon and Alaska - on the same day! This multiple site confer-
ence format brings the best of national and local speakers to easily accessible 
locations.

Are You Ready for Something Different?
The organizers have listened to your suggestions and designed a new, refresh-
ing and engaging conference format. If you are, or want to be involved in any 
aspect of farming, this conference and networking will be worth your time. 
Last year nearly 600 women attended at 27 locations.
 

Successful women farmers will inspire you 
with the ‘best ideas’ to showcase your farm. 
You will leave the conference with new 
skills for marketing, a 60-second pitch to 
describe your business, and the knowledge 
of where you want to be in fi ve years! Mark 
your calendar and join other women to 
learn, network and be ready to take action.

Plan to attend at one of our locations listed 
below. Watch the website for more loca-
tions. 

2015 Conference Locations
• Washington: Bremerton, Cathlamet, Chehalis, Colville, Everett, 

Goldendale, Montesano, Mount Vernon, Nespelem, Olympia, 
Pullman, Puyallup, Republic, Sequim, Spokane, Vancouver, Walla 
Walla, Wenatchee and Yakima

• Idaho: Caldwell, Idaho Falls, Pocatello, Salmon, Sandpoint and 
Twin Falls 

• Oregon: La Grande
• Alaska: To be announced

 
Visit the website for more information: www.WomenInAg.wsu.edu or 
contact Donna Rolen at WSU Extension, donna.rolen@wsu.edu or 
509-745-8531.

With the busy rush of the holidays, it’s hard to believe it’s almost time 
for the always popular Country Living Expo and Cattlemen’s Winter-
school. This event promises to be as jam-packed as ever with more than 
185 workshops and classes in skills from cheesemaking and beekeeping 
to agribusiness, landscape design and small-scale solar power.

The full-day expo will be Saturday, January 31, at Stanwood High 
School and will feature a trade show with more than 65 vendors. 
“People are way more educated about the distances food travels and 
making the decision to grow and harvest their own fresh healthy food,” 
said Joan DeVries, program coordinator with WSU Extension in Skagit, 
Snohomish and Island counties. “Our program has grown to include not 
only rural farmers and cattle producers but also homeowners, backyard 
farmers and urban apartment dwellers.” 

Registation and Farm Tour Information
Registration includes coffee and pastries, fi ve classes and your choice of 
a prime rib or vegetarian lunch. On Sunday, February 1, two farm tours 
are available - either a beef farm or an arabian horse farm - for $10 per 
family. Registration is $70 for adults (early bird special is $65 before 
January 1) and $40 for youth ($10 for the fi rst 200 youth age 12-18 
needing scholarships). Register at: http://skagit.wsu.edu/CountryLiving-
Expo. 

This year’s Expo offers over 60 NEW classes, including:
• Improving the Fertility and Tilth of Your Soil
• Raising Rabbits or Chickens for Meat
• Constructing a Home Water Feature for Your Landscape
• Basic Bowmaking (archery)
• Necropsy: Sheep and Poultry
• Backcountry Horseback Riding
• Edible Wild Plants of NW Washington
• Learn to Make Scandinavian Cookies and Chocolate Creations 

Dr. Temple Grandin is Keynote Speaker
Join keynote speaker Dr. Temple Grandin for a fascinating presentation. 
Dr. Grandin is one of the world’s most accomplished and well-known 
adults with autism. She has a PhD in animal science from the University 
of Illinois and is a professor at Colorado State University. She is the 
author of six books, including the national bestsellers Thinking in Pic-
tures and Animals in Translation. Dr. Grandin was included on TIME 
magazine’s list of the “100 most infl uential people in the world,” and her 
fascinating life, with all its challenges and successes, was the subject of 
the movie Temple Grandin, which won seven Emmys. 

Dr. Grandin will talk about understanding animal behavior and her desire 
for animals to have more than just a low-stress life. In North America, 
almost half of the cattle are handled in a center track restrainer system 
that she designed for meat plants. Curved chute and race systems she has 
designed for cattle are used worldwide and her writings on the fl ight zone 
and other principles of grazing animal behavior have helped many people 
reduce stress on their animals during handling. She has also developed 
an objective scoring system for assessing the handling of cattle and pigs 
at meat plants. This scoring system is being used by many large corpora-
tions to improve animal welfare.

Grandin to Speak About Autism in Everett
Dr. Temple Grandin will speak about “The Way I See It - 
A Personal Look at Autism” at the Everett Civic Audito-
rium at 7:30 P.M, Friday, January 30, 2015. 
Tickets may be purchased online for $25.00 at 
templegrandin.brownpapertickets.com. 

The Country Living Expo and Cattlemen’s Winterschool 
is presented by WSU Extension, the Livestock Master 
Foundation and the Tri-County Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion, and is hosted by the Stanwood Future Farmers of 
America. For questions, call Skagit County Extension, 
360-428-4270 ext 0.
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Upcoming Events

Find your winter gear - the always popular 
Habitat Stewards Training is set to begin 
in February on Camano Island. If you’ve 
always wanted to learn more about wildlife, 
birds, natural yard care, backyard conserva-
tion and more, this is an outstanding oppor-
tunity! The training includes fi ve Thursday 
night classes and two Saturday morning fi eld 
trips. The cost for the series is $40 for those 
seeking Habitat Steward certifi cation. 

Classes will meet on Feb 12, 19, 26, March 5 and 12. Topics include: 
• Wildlife needs, habitat and corridors
• Native plants and gardening for wildlife 
• Pollinators and natural pest, weed and disease control
• Composting, worm bins, and reducing toxics within, and coming from, 

the household  
• Noxious weeds  
• Slopes - protecting them with native plants  

Field Trips
Two Saturday morning fi eld trips will be held on February 21 and March 
7. They will help participants learn their native plants, how to assess their 
property for the needs of wildlife, and experience the island’s estuaries.
Contact camanowildlifehabitat@gmail.com or call 360-387-2236 for info.

Camano Backyard Habitat Training 
Begins this Winter The Conservation 

District acquired 
a new Washington 
Conservation Corps 
(WCC) crew in 
October to help us 
in the fi eld and at 
our nursery in Lake 
Stevens. The crew 
has already been 
really busy. They 
will be out and about 
all year helping the 
District with proj-
ects, tree plantings, 
and more.

Derek Voelker (crew supervisor) - This is the fourth WCC crew 
which I have had the privilege of supervising. I served four years in the 
United States Marine Corps and have a B.A. in Environmental Restoration 
from the University of Washington. Working with the WCC has been a blast! 
I love the passion and excitement that the crew members bring and the work 
is challenging and rewarding. Working with the Snohomish Conservation 
District has been a great experience and I am excited about what another year 
will bring.   

Kyla Caddey - I have lived in Lynnwood my whole life and have always 
loved the outdoors. I recently graduated from the University of Washington 
with a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science and Resource Man-
agement, with a focus in Wildlife Conservation and a minor in Quantitative 
Science. I was not sure where I would end up after graduation, but I am very 
grateful that I ended up with the WCC. It has given me the opportunity to 
make new friends, new connections, and make a difference in my community 
doing various environmental work that I love. 

Trevor S. Crockett - I am a military veteran beginning a second career. 
Growing up on the west side of Mount Rainier, and attending Western Wash-
ington University’s Environmental Science program, gave me a deep appre-
ciation of local ecosystems. Earning my Eagle Scout rank endowed me with 
a desire to contribute to the local and global community. I eventually would 
love to work for the U.S. Forest Service at the Methow Ranger District, 
restoring and protecting habitat and forests for future generations.

Nicholas Moser - Through my eight years as a martial artist, part of my 
duty is to give back to the community. I started off helping people in my 
local area to build gardens. Realizing the importance of seeing the bigger 
picture I wanted to help my environment. I hope to continue to work in this 
fi eld after my term and go to college, and possibly open a dojo (martial arts 
studio) in a couple years.

Christopher Rodriguez - I was born and raised in New York City and 
now live in Everett with my wife and three kids. I had the pleasure of serving 
in the United States Marine Corps for four years, earning my B.A. in Human 
Behavior and a teacher certifi cation from the University of Washington. After 
a series of layoffs, I found myself online learning about the diverse jobs 
available and the scientifi c learning opportunities with the WCC. Now that 
I’m two months in, I feel renewed once again to serve my country and feel 
proud of the direct impact I have on my local community. With the numer-
ous opportunities that WCC provides, support of veterans in the workforce, 
and the educational award at the end, I now have plenty of options to pursue 
when this year ends. 

Ashley Sytsma - I am from Granite Falls and serve as an intern at my 
local church. I joined the Washington Conservation Corps because I have al-
ways wanted to work in the environmental fi eld. The WCC is a great oppor-
tunity for me to gain experience in the fi eld, to make great connections with 
people and a great opportunity for me to explore job positions in the fi eld. 

Meet Our New Washington 
Conservation Corps Crew

Saying Hello, Goodbye and Congrats!
The Conservation District saw one long-time employee leave in November, a 
new one join us, and another one earn her Sound Horsekeeping sign.

Carrie Brausieck - Carrie Brausieck is 
a new farm planner who comes to us from 
a conservation district in Virginia. Carrie 
worked with the agricultural community 
of Prince William County on conservation 
practices for a variety of operations, includ-
ing equine, beef cattle, row crops, cut fl ow-
ers, organic production and heritage breeds. 
Carrie holds a Masters in Environmental 
Policy and a Bachelors in Environmental 
Management.

A native of Bellingham, Carrie left the state in 2000 to live and work in New 
Mexico, Germany and Virginia gaining experience in areas such as fi nance, 
anthropology, climate change, conservation, environmental security, environ-
mental policy and sustainability. She has fi nally made the transition back to 
Washington and is now working with our diverse agricultural community on 
a wide variety of issues. Carrie can be reached at 425-377-7014 or 
cbrausieck@snohomishcd.org.

Alan Shank - District employee Alan 
Shank left us in November to move to 
Portland, Oregon with his wife, Mary. 
They have many great projects and ac-
tivities planned, not the least of which is 
Mary’s new position as a consultant, and 
Alan’s plans to train his horse, Dandy. 
We will miss Alan’s unique take on life, 
his infectious laughter, and his ability 
to laugh at himself. We wish Alan and 
Mary the best, and hope they return 
often to tell us the latest ‘Alan story’. 

Julie Allen - The District’s grants 
administrator, Julie Allen, earned the 
coveted Sound Horsekeeping sign for 
her equine facility near Snohomish. 
Julie and her family have been working 
hard to improve pastures, reduce mud 
and provide habitat. 

If you have some Sound Horsekeeping practices in 
place (covering your manure pile with a roof or tarp, 
using a winter paddock, installing gutters and down-
spouts) you’re probably eligible for a Sound Horse-
keeping sign, too. You don’t need to have all of the 
practices in place to earn one. To see a list of eligible 
practices and apply for the sign, you can fi ll out the 
checklist here: bit.ly/shksurvey.

Left to Right: Derek Voelker (Crew Supervisor), Chris     
Rodriguez, Kyla Caddey, Ashley Sytsma, Trevor Crockett, 
and Nick Moser.

Alan Shank and Julie Allen


