
 
How It All Started 

Are you a Veteran who 
is interested in the 
conservation and 

restoration of 
environmental habitats? 

 

Please contact the VCC Intern 
Coordinator for more 

information: 

Kim Pham 

kim@dva.wa.gov 

Veterans 
Conservation 

Corps Internship 
 A country worth defending  

is worth preserving 

PO Box 1134 
Olympia, WA 98507-1134 

 

Visit our Facebook page: 
Facebook.com/veteransconservationcorps 

John Beal, a Vietnam veteran, 
experienced post-traumatic stress 

disorder upon returning home from 
combat and found himself battling 
heart disease in his late twenties. 

Given a short-term prognosis of only 
a few months to live, Beal turned to 
the environment and began work on 

Hamm Creek, a tributary to the 
Duwamish River in Seattle. 

Restoring Hamm Creek transformed 
into a metaphor for Beal’s life after 
war. As he worked to clean up his 
local waterways, he also began to 

heal his heart, mind and soul. 

The VCC is a program of the 
Washington State Department of 
Veterans Affairs, is managed by 

veteran contractors, and was formed 
by WA State legislation in 2005 
largely through the efforts and 

influence of John Beal. 



 

 

The VCC Internship Program Mission 
To advocate and foster self-directed connections between veterans, their communities, and 
Washington State’s natural resources.  

To benefit and promote the well being of many veterans who are experiencing post-traumatic 
stress disorder or have other mental health or substance abuse disorders whether related to 
their service in the armed forces or not. 

To assist veterans in obtaining training, certification, and employment in the field of 
environmental restoration and management. 

To help restore Washington's waters, forests, and habitat through the participation of veterans. 

Opportunities  
 

• Prairie Science Technician 
• Prairie Restoration 

Technician 
• Avian Technician 
• Nursery Technician 
• NOAA Fisheries 

Technician 
• Veteran Farm Operations 

Manager 

 
Current Partners 

Center for Natural Lands Management 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 

Administration 
Spokane Conservation District 

…more to come! 

 

The Internship 
 • Help protect/restore Washington's 

rivers, streams, lakes, marine waters, 
and open lands 

• Obtain on-the-job training, leading to 
certification in specific skill sets and 
employment in environmental 
restoration and stewardship  

• Participate in professional and 
personal development workshops  

• Volunteer environmental stewardship 
opportunities 

• Monthly stipend provided 

• Direct access to comprehensive 
WDVA veteran resources 


