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Climate Woes

Our area is experiencing more extremes in weather, including drier 
summers and wetter winters. 

This poses challenges to natural ecosystems as well as those in our 
lawns and gardens.

Some plants suffered due to the extended period without rain and 
record high temperatures that we experienced the past few 
months. 

We can choose plants for our gardens that can tolerate the 
extremes in water availability. 

https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/how-care-heat-damaged-plants

https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/how-care-heat-damaged-plants


“Plant Right for Your Site”

Natural Yard Care | https://snohomishcountywa.gov/1097/Natural-Yard-Care
Step 2 - Plant Right for Your Site
Reduce maintenance in your garden by selecting pest- and disease-resistant plant varieties that will 
thrive in your site's unique conditions (sun, shade, moisture, use).

Choosing the Right Plants (PDF) 
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7255/Choosing-the-Right-Plants

The Plant List (PDF)
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7262/The-Plant-List

https://snohomishcountywa.gov/1097/Natural-Yard-Care
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7255/Choosing-the-Right-Plants
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7262/The-Plant-List












Cultivated Plants

“Nativars”

“Cultivars”

“Ornamentals”



Manzanita
From MG Karen Panek:
Arctostaphylos, or Manzanita, are native to Oregon and 
California- there are so many beautiful cultivars, tall, 
shrubby, small... Oregon State has a test project looking for 
nice cultivars.  One of my favorites is "Louis Edmonds."  

They are mostly evergreen, have beautiful flowers and fruit, 
and put up with dry conditions - the word is "Very Well 
Drained " and poor soils.  In fact, they need to be dry.  

https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/arctostaph
ylos-manzanita

https://xeraplants.com/arctostaphylos/

As far as I am concerned, this is a landscape plant for the 
future, dryer, Puget Sound. 

Arctostaphylos x densiflora ‘Howard McMinn’ in Paul 
Bonine’s garden. Photo by Paul Bonine.

https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/arctostaphylos-manzanita
https://xeraplants.com/arctostaphylos/


More Examples
From MG Mandy Carter:
Thuja plicata cultivars are so cool/diverse/weird! There are more than I listed here, and you would 
never in a million years guess they are cultivars of our Western Red Cedar. (Whipcord, Gruene Kugel, 
Zebrina, Forever Goldie, etc)

My other would be the lady fern Athyrium filix-femina cultivars, look at these as well - they are super 
fun. (Frizelliae, Victoria, Lady in Red)

https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/thuja-
plicata-grune-kugel https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athyrium#/media/File:Athyrium_filix-femina0.jpg

https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/thuja-plicata-grune-kugel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athyrium#/media/File:Athyrium_filix-femina0.jpg




Questions?

Rachel Schroeder, Ph.D.
WSU – Snohomish County Extension

Rain Garden and Natural Yard Care Coordinator 
rachel.schroeder1@wsu.edu

mailto:rachel.schroeder1@wsu.edu
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