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Why native 
plants?



What is native?



Adaptation?

Photos by: Dave Shaw

Drought and Heat Stress

Susceptibility to disease

Plants affected:
• Western Red Cedar
• Western Hemlock
• Big Leaf Maple



Western Red Cedar, Thuja 
plicata

foresthealth.org



Western Hemlock, Tsuga 
heterophylla

Amy C. Ramsey, DNR 
Forest Pathologist

Drought Stress + Root pathogen + Foliar pathogen
WA Department of Natural Resources



Big Leaf Maple, Acer 
macrophyllum

-Decline is a 
recent 
phenomenon

-Associated with 
sites closer to 
roads… and with 
increases in 
summer 
temperatures

-Hotter urban 
sites are 
predisposing A. 
macrophyllum to 
mortality



Adaptation?

Photos by: Dave Shaw

Drought and Heat Stress

Susceptibility to disease



Right plant, Right Place



Shore Pine, Pinus contorta
Height: 25-50 ft
Width: up to 30 ft
Optimal Moisture Requirements: Dry – Wet
Light Requirements: Part Shade – Sun



Grand Fir, Abies grandis
Height: 140-200 ft 
Width: up to 25 ft 
Optimal Moisture Requirements:

Dry – Moist 
Light Requirements: Shade – Part Shade 



Cascara, Rhamnus purshiana
Height: 15-30 ft
Width: up to 15 ft
Optimal Moisture Requirements: Dry – Wet
Light Requirements: Part Shade – Sun



Shrubs
Oceanspray
Holodiscus discolor
Height: up to 10 ft
Width: up to 7 ft, can spread to form thickets
Optimal Moisture Requirements: Dry – Moist
Light Requirements: Part Shade – Sun

Red Flowering Currant
Ribes Sanguineum
Height: 5-10 ft
Width: up to 5 ft
Optimal Moisture Requirements: Dry – Moist
Light Requirements: Part Shade – Sun



Shrubs
Snowberry
Symphoricarpus albus
Height: 4-7 ft
Width: up to 6 ft, can spread to form thickets
Optimal Moisture Requirements: Dry – Moist
Light Requirements: Shade – Sun

Salmonberry
Rubus spectabilis
Height: up to 12 ft
Width: up to 10 ft, can spread to form thickets
Optimal Moisture Requirements: Dry – Wet
Light Requirements: Shade – Sun



Groundcover



Planning Resources
-King County native plant 
guide: 
https://green2.kingcounty.gov
/gonative/Index.aspx

-WNPS
https://www.wnps.org/native-
plant-directory

-USDA Plants Database
https://plants.sc.egov.usda.go
v/home

https://green2.kingcounty.gov/gonative/Index.aspx
https://www.wnps.org/native-plant-directory
https://plants.sc.egov.usda.gov/home


Where to get native plants

theplantsale.org

Sale date: 
March 5 & 6, 2022

Preorder date:
January 24 –
February 4, 2022



Thank you!

Elyssa Kerr
Habitat Project Coordinator

ekerr@snohomishcd.org
425-377-7009

snohomishcd.org | Follow us on Facebook!
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