Snohomish Conservation District

 Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 19, 2016
Present:

Mark Craven, Board Chair


Steve Van Valkenburg, Board Member
Karl Hereth, Board Member

Jesse Allen, Farmer

Carrie Brausieck, SCD Staff

Ryan Williams, SCD Staff

Bobbi Lindemulder, SCD Staff

Kate Riley, SCD Staff

Monte Marti, SCD Staff
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm by Board Chair Mark Craven.  There were no revisions to the agenda items for the meeting.
Guest and Staff Introductions

Introductions were made and guests provided self-introductions.

Approve August 2016 Board Meeting Minutes

The August 15, 2016 Board Meeting minutes were reviewed.  Karl Hereth moved to accept the August 15, 2016 Board Meeting minutes as distributed.  Steve Van Valkenburg seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Approve July 28, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes

Steve Van Valkenburg moved to accept the July 28, 2016 Special Meeting minutes as distributed.  Karl Hereth seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Public Comment

No public comment was provided.
Partner Presentations and Discussion

There were no partner presentations and discussions.
FSA and NRCS Reports
Linda Schultz , FSA, and Sarah Tanuvasa, NRCS District Conservationist weren’t available to provide a report.
Staff Reports

Kate Riley provided an update on the NEXUS newsletter costs and other activities.  Some activities are not getting done due to capacity constraints.  The print media efforts will focus on quarterly products ~ NEXUS fall and spring, Calendar Year Annual Report (winter), and Fiscal Year Report (summer ~ Commission Annual Report).  There will also be monthly E-News distributions.
The follow-up and evaluation process is critical to Karl Hereth.  Content will be developed for both print and electronic media.  The Board accepted the proposal and would be interested in additional updates in the future.

The soil testing program is going through revisions due to the increased burden tied to the large number of residential soil tests.  The technical assistance to farms and the follow-up with farm owners is critical.  Staff will explore the development of a “soil test kit” for residential landowners.

Steve Van Valkenburg moved to approve Bobbi Lindemulder’s travel request to Spokane for the Center for Technical Development session.  Karl Hereth seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Jesse Allen talked about the critical need for communication of funding deadlines for potential cost share recipients.

Committee Reports

Stillaguamish Clean Water District (SCWD):

There was no August SCWD Advisory Board meeting.  There are questions about how to fund the Savvy Septic program.  The next SCWD Advisory Board meeting is on Thursday, September 22, 2016.

Citizen Advisory Committee

The Citizen Advisory Committee will be meeting after the Partnership Breakfast on September 30.  They will discuss the District’s potential “rates and charges” proposal.
Ag Board

The Ag Board discussed permit requests and Focus on Farming.
Farm Bureau

Farm Bureau Board members discussed the Farm to Table Gathering and upcoming leadership changes.

WACD

WACD’s next leadership meeting will be on September 27.  The WACD NW Area Meeting will be on October 11.  The WACD Annual Meeting will be November 28 – 30.  There will be a Sustainable Lands Strategy presentation at the Annual Meeting.
The Board reviewed the Mason Conservation District proposal to join the WACD NW Area.

Policies
There was nothing new to report.
Building and Office Space

The District’s offer on the Marysville property will expire soon.  Other building and land options will continue to be pursued.

5-Year Plan


The 5-Year Plan will be incorporated into the rates and charges effort.
Puget Sound Conservation District Caucus

The next Puget Sound Conservation District Caucus meeting will be on September 26, 2016.  The Caucus received a Floodplains by Design Champion Award for its collaborative efforts around Puget Sound and support of Floodplains by Design projects.
Washington Conservation Commission (WCC)
The Snohomish Conservation District will be hosting the January 2017 Commission meeting.  The District will need to organize a tour and interaction dinner.  The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife will be prioritizing actions in the Snohomish Watershed.
Budget decision packages have been finalized and submitted to the Office of Financial Management.

Snohomish County and Camano Island Assessment Updates

Steve Van Valkenburg moved to have District staff engage FCS Group on their “rates and charges” rate development proposal.  Karl Hereth seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Financial Reports
Karl Hereth moved for the payment of vouchers/warrants:  EFT’s and checks #7609 - #7664 totaling $259,956.37, and to accept and approve the August 2016 Receipt Register, Check Register, and Treasurer’s Report.  Steve Van Valkenburg seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
The Board of Supervisors also reviewed the “Outstanding Invoices” as of September 19, 2016 and the “Employee Vacation and Sick Leave” accruals as of September 9, 2016.
Steve Van Valkenburg reviewed the bank statements.
The Board of Supervisors reviewed the VISA report for transaction dates July 6, 2016 – August 6, 2016; and the Chevron and Texaco Business Card reports for starting date June 22, 2016 – end date July 21, 2016 and July 22, 2016 – August 21, 2016.

Agreements and Contracts

Karl Hereth moved to approve the cost share agreements with:

· S. and J. Boon
The cost share payments to:

· A. and W. Sanders
· R. Stalkfleet
· N. Davis
Contracts/inter-local agreements with:

· San Juan Island Conservation District
· Washington Conservation Commission for the Stillaguamish RCPP
· Washington Conservation Society
And CREP Maintenance Contracts with:

· No action this month
Steve Van Valkenburg seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Manager’s Report

From the Farm to Table Gathering, agriculture producers are very interested in establishing a positive framework for good stewardship, potential “regulatory reform,” farmland protection, and water issues.
Miscellaneous Reports and Set Next Meeting Date

There were no miscellaneous reports.

Steve Van Valkenburg moved that the October 2016 Board Meeting be held on Monday, October 17, 2016 at 6:30 pm at the District office, and that proper notice be distributed to the public; and that the meeting be adjourned.  Karl Hereth seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm.

SUMMARY OF OFFICIAL ACTIONS

Karl Hereth moved to accept the August 15, 2016 Board Meeting minutes as distributed.  Steve Van Valkenburg seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Steve Van Valkenburg moved to accept the July 28, 2016 Special Meeting minutes as distributed.  Karl Hereth seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Steve Van Valkenburg moved to approve Bobbi Lindemulder’s travel request to Spokane for the Center for Technical Development session.  Karl Hereth seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Steve Van Valkenburg moved to have District staff engage FCS Group on their “rates and charges” rate development proposal.  Karl Hereth seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Karl Hereth moved for the payment of vouchers/warrants:  EFT’s and checks #7609 - #7664 totaling $259,956.37, and to accept and approve the August 2016 Receipt Register, Check Register, and Treasurer’s Report.  Steve Van Valkenburg seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Karl Hereth moved to approve the cost share agreements with:

· S. and J. Boon

The cost share payments to:

· A. and W. Sanders

· R. Stalkfleet

· N. Davis

Contracts/inter-local agreements with:

· San Juan Island Conservation District

· Washington Conservation Commission for the Stillaguamish RCPP

· Washington Conservation Society

And CREP Maintenance Contracts with:

· No action this month

Steve Van Valkenburg seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Steve Van Valkenburg moved that the October 2016 Board Meeting be held on Monday, October 17, 2016 at 6:30 pm at the District office, and that proper notice be distributed to the public; and that the meeting be adjourned.  Karl Hereth seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
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