
This lesson emphasizes that pet waste pollution is not a pet problem – it’s a people 
problem. After a discussion about what pet waste does to our rivers, lakes, and 
streams, students form teams to play a game and take a quiz to reinforce proper 
pet waste collection and disposal methods. The lesson wraps up by asking students 
to think of and describe (in writing or in a drawing) an engineering solution that 
improves  proper pet waste collection using technology.  
 

 

It’s Not Fido’s Fault! game: This lesson includes a running game. Your presenter will 
contact you prior to your lesson to confirm access to a large space (usually the play-
field or the gym) for the game. Our lesson will begin and end in your room, so don't  
worry about meeting us "in the field"!  

 

I know how to dispose of pet waste properly. 
I can describe how pet waste pollution affects Puget Sound. 
I can brainstorm and design a new technology to help people collect and dispose 
properly of pet waste.  
 

 

This lesson complements Next Generation Science Standard listed below: 
 
3-5-ETS1-2 Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem based 
on how well each is likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the problem. 
 

 

This lessons complements the following science kits: 
Environments | Ecosystems  
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Name:___________________________________________________________________ 

Pet waste in Snohomish county is a PEOPLE problem! Can you dream up a new technology 

to encourage your neighbors to dispose of pet waste properly? Start by writing or by  

diagraming—just read the instructions for each box first! 

Describe your invention! How does it help people get rid of pet waste properly? 

 

At the end of our lesson, students are asked to design a solution to pet waste that includes technol-

ogy. Students may write OR draw  to describe their ideas. As students finish one side of the work-

sheet, encourage them to take a stab at the other.  

 

If students describe their invention in writing, ensure that they describe each component of the 

system in as much detail as possible. Students should include details in their writing; for example, 

how big is the invention? Where does it’s energy source come from? 

 

 

Diagram your  invention over here! Don’t forget to include these important parts of a scientific  
drawing! 
 
Details  Fill up this whole space with your drawing so that the details of the technology are easy  
  to see. 
Labels   Draw lines from important details in your drawing to the edges of the box. Make sure the 
  lines touch both the label and the detail. 
Scale   You drawing isn’t life sized! Make sure you include the actual size of your new invention  
  on your diagram. You can use feet, inches, miles, or some other measurement. 
Title    What is your invention called? Make sure to include your name and the date too. 
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Title what is your invention called? 

Scale how big is your invention? 

Invented by:     Invented on this date:  

   

If students draw their invention, encourage students to diagram. They should include labels, 

titles, scale, etc. Check to see that the boxes on this page are filled in correctly. 
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